
Minutes of Barkway Parish Council –Annual Parish Meeting. 
Held in the Reading Room on 13th May 2008 at 7.30pm 

 
 
 

Present: K McCormick   Chairman 
  G Penning 
  T Terry 
  R Atkins 
  J Cockerton 
 
Apologies: A Young 
 
Minutes: Chairman McCormick apologised for these Minutes late arrival. 
  Cllr Atkins stated that item regarding Land should all be under one item. 
 
Matters Arising: 
Mr R Tiffin (Planning NHDC) was not aware of the “Land for Sale” next to Barkway Garage 
& has passed this information to a colleague who will be able to help. 
Information relating to this site has been received that the complete site has already been 
purchased by persons unknown. 
 
OPEN  SESSION: 
Chairman McCormick welcomed Moira Groborz, Local Rural Housing Enabler for Essex. 
Survey of Housing Needs for Barkway, every household should receive a 6page 
Questionnaire and an accompanying letter.  This informs residents why a survey is taking 
place.  Covering letter is of great importance.  The survey is in 2 parts – all complete (1st) 
& 2nd  size & tenure, income & savings.  Parish Council will never see these completed 
forms.  These forms will be sent directly back to Moira Groborz.  Parish Council will hand 
deliver a form to every household in Barkway & Newsells. 
 
Moira then compiles a report from the information received. 
1st  - Back ground – why Moira is doing this survey 
2nd    Information from the Parish Council 
3rd    Would you be in favour if a need is proven. 
Most residents are supportive (80%).  Response mid to high 20’s 
 
Part :2  Date received  & information shown as a graph. 
Part :3  Summary & recommendations. 
Current Market & Housing Stock 
Depravation Graph – Includes every comment. 
Suggested sites – no more than 12 – Affordable Housing. 
 
Time Scales:  ASAP  2 to 3 weeks delivery.  Collection 4 – 6weeks. 
 
NHH are funding this survey.  Cllr Penning will provide the historical context. 
 
Further information: 
Original proposal with NHH listed a small number of village to be included. 
 
Parish Council will sit down & study data with a Working Party of PC & representatives of 
Nuthampstead & Newsells. 



Similar Groups, Young Families, Elderly & young people.  Demand considerable for early 
20’s – family net works to keep together. 
Will come back & meet elderly people (AGE Concern in Essex).   
All dependent on survey result. 
Shared Ownership Exception site – certain conditions – takes away the right to buy. 
 
Support within older & younger people - security issues – some body there.  Mix of age 
groups. 
 
Shared ownership is it feasible? 
Option to not putting in financial details. 
Snap shot of a moment in time, indicative of the need. 
Now 2-5year or 5years+ 
 
Possible some of houses might be for sale –(inside development boundary) 
 
Help will be available on queries from Mrs Groborz– suggested could come and visit 
perhaps help fill in forms. 
 
Process of Survey: 
Discuss covering letter etc, after everyone is satisfied with the content this will be sent out. 
Mrs Groborz  agreed to arrange to meet the residents who are still at Wheatsheaf 
Meadow. 
 
Chairman McCormick thanked Mrs Groborz for all the information received & looks forward 
to the next stage of this project. 
 
The Meeting then reconvened at 8.10pm. 
 
Clerks Salary: 
Clerks Salary agreed in principle.  Method of payment will be paid monthly & increased to 
the nearest £287.00 .(£286.75actual) 
 
Milestone Cleaning: 
The Milestone now looks very nice.  Trinity College advised on the correct colour to use. 
Clerk to write a letter of thanks to Mr J Cliff for all the work that was involved. 
 
Portfolio’s  Deferred until 10th June 2008 Meeting. 
 
Parish Map: 
Correct Map has know been received. The map stand will be installed on Monday 19th May 
by the Village Pond.  The actual Map will be placed in the stand on the 8th June at 
10.00am.  Followed by a short conducted walk by Mr Tom Doig. 
 
Recreation Ground: 
Cllr Terry has tried to contact Mr Roy Rowe in connection with a possible Youth Club 
Building on the Recreation Ground & new Football Pavilion.  As yet has had no response. 
Clerk to find out what Grants are available. 
 
Wheatsheaf Meadow House; 
Chairman McCormick reported that a very successful meeting with Mr K Thompson &  
District Councillor Marshall had taken place.      



 
8.20pm  Cllr Marshall, Mrs J Pooley & Dr. R Davidson  left the meeting. 
 
Co-option: 
Cllr I Sanders had resigned from the Parish Council due to work commitments. 
The vacancy  had been advertised on the 3 Parish Notice Boards – Dr R Davidson had 
indicated that he would be prepared to stand on the Parish Council. 
 
Chairman McCormick proposed that Dr Robert Davidson be co-opted member of Barkway 
Parish Council.  All in Favour. 
 
Dr Davidson will be offered a seat on Barkway Parish Council.  Portfolio? 
 
Chairman McCormick is prepared to stand on the Parish Council for 1 further year.  All 
Parish Councillors in favour. 
 
Deputy Chair:   ?  did Richard agree? 
 
Planning:  Trident House – single storey rear extension – No objections. 
 
Visit to Barkway Park Golf Course: 
 
Excessive amounts of lorry movement 100 lorries every 5 days from 7am to 4pm with non-
toxic waste for a period of 15months.  Concern was voiced that the impact on roads in the 
area would be excessive.  Richard Tiffin (Planning) has asked the Golf Club for a break 
down in lorry loads. Copy of the response to this project will be sent to us. 
 
FINANCE: 
The following cheques were approved & signed: 
Fitzpatrick Woolmer – Parish Map & Stand   £ 1,801.42 
S M B Neilson – Clerks new monthly agreed salary  £    286.75 
It was agreed that this amount be rounded up to £287.00. 
Mrs J Styles  - Purchase of Table Tennis –Youth Club            £    154.74 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

  

Seat down at the end of FP14 will remain as it is. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
       Signed:  Chairman K McCormick. 
 
 

Next Meeting Date:  10th June 2008 at 7.30pm in the Reading Room. 
 
 
 
 
 


